Word Wall Activities:

1. Mastery Sentences
The beginning of class is a natural time to use word walls. As students enter, have them
create a mastery sentence for a word (or two!) a day. You must directly instruct this skill
before having students practice independently. Begin with a simple sentence.

* The boy ran.
Pick students to add more details until the sentence creates a visual image.

*  Who, what, where, when, why, how.

Do this with 2-3 words until all students understand the amount of detail needed for someone
to know what ran means in this situation.

EX. The boy ran to catch the bus because he didn’t want to be late on the first day of school.

Explain that in order to demonstrate “mastery” the sentence must include enough detail so
that a reader who DOESN’T know what the vocabulary sword means can guess its definition
from the context provided.

2. S2D2: Say, spell, define, draw

Students begin by repeating the words after you or by practicing pronunciation with a
partner. Then, they write the word (spelled correctly!) and a definition and sketch a quick
drawing that demonstrates their understanding of the word.

EXTENSION: Have students cover the word and definition. Then, ask them to show their
drawing to a partner to see if the partner can guess the vocabulary word.

3. Guess the covered word

Write 4 or 5 sentences on the board using words from the word wall. Cover the word wall
term. Have students read each sentence aloud and write down which word they think is
covered. This is a good opportunity to use small dry erase or chalk boards, if you have them.

4. Word sorts

Provide category headings and have students sort the word wall terms into the appropriate
place. Ask them to explain their choices to you or a partner. Category headings might be
conceptual (people, places, things, actions, or ideas) or they could highlight words with
similar features (roots, prefixes, suffixes).

5. Charades
Have students act out words from the word wall without speaking. Other students should use
the word wall to guess the word being demonstrated. This works best in groups of 4-5.

6. Mind Reader
Give 5 clues to students and have them guess the word.
EXAMPLE:

It is one of the words on the Word Wall (always the 1* clue)

It has four letters.

The vowel is a long a

It begins with the /1/ sound.

It completes the sentence:

I don’t want to be  for dinner.



References:

Allen, J. (1999). Words, words, words: Teaching vocabulary in grades 4-12. Portland, MA:
Stenhouse.

Blachowicz, C., & Fisher, P.J. (2002). Teaching vocabulary in all classrooms (2nd ed.) Upper
Saddle River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice-Hall.

Carris, J.D. (1994). Success with words. Princeton, NJ: Peterson’s Guides.

Cooke, D. (2004). What can a text mean? New Zealand Journal of Adult Learning, 32, 52-64.

Enrau, N. (2008). Content Area Reading and Writing: Fostering Literacies in Middle and
High School Cultures. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Hunter, J., & Morgan, B. (2001). Language and public life: Teaching multiliteracies in ESL. In I.

Leki (Ed.), Academic Writing Programs, (pp. 99-109). Alexandria, VA: TESOL.

Janks, H. (1991). A critical approach to the teaching of language. Educational Review, 43, 191
199.

Lutz, W. (1995). With these words I can sell you anything. In G. Goshgarian (Ed.), Exploring

Language, Tth ed. (pp. 73-87). New York: Harper Collins.

McGraw Hill Co. Teaching Today. Nonfiction Text Features: Pre-reading strategies to
increase comprehension of nonfiction texts. Retrieved June 29, 2007 From:
http://teachingtoday.glencoe.com/lessonplans/nonfiction- text-features

Molden, K. (2007). Critical Literacy, The Right Answer for the Reading Classroom:
Strategies to Move Beyond Comprehension for Reading Improvement Reading
Improvement, 44(1), 50-56. Retrieved from Academic Search Complete database.

Morgan, B., & Ramanathan, V. (in press). Critical Literacies and Language Education:

Global and Local Perspectives. Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, 25.

New London Group. (1996). A Pedagogy of Multiliteracies: Designing Social Futures.
Harvard Educational Review, 66, 60-92.

Nickelsen, L. (1998). Quick activities to build a very voluminous vocabulary. New Y ork:
Scholastic.




