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Somebody Wanted, But So (SWBS) 
Adapted fro MacOn, Bewell & Vogt (1991) SWBS is a summarization and comprehension strategy to aid students in creation of 
written summaries by considering characters, plot, main idea, conflict, and resolution. 
 

Somebody: one of the main 
characters 

 
Wanted: what one or more 
characters wanted, to include plot, 
main idea, and supporting details. 

 
But: what happened; the conflict 
or problem. 

 
So: what happened in the end, or 
how the conflict was resolved. 

  
 

  

    

    

    

    

    

    

   
 
 

 

 


