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COMPETENCY 1 SYLLABUS
FOUNDATIONS OF READING INSTRUCTION


COURSE TITLE:  Foundations of Reading Instruction - Grades K-12, No. RL-ED-130-2

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In alignment with the Florida Department of Education's 2022 guidelines, this course equips educators with the vital knowledge and foundational skills required for facilitating effective literacy instruction. The curriculum thoroughly explores the integral components of reading instruction, such as oral language development, phonemic and phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, and fluency, underscoring their interconnected roles in reading comprehension. The course offers an in-depth examination of the relationship between oral and academic language and illuminates the influence of home languages on English learners. Additionally, it explores various strategies for identifying students with reading difficulties, including dyslexia, provides a comprehensive look at different aspects of language development, and examines the crucial role of assessments in shaping differentiated instruction. By the end of the course, educators will have a holistic understanding of how to adapt and implement evidence-based practices within their unique classroom contexts, thereby expanding their teaching repertoire as literacy educators.

COURSE OUTCOMES:
By the end of this course, participants will be able to:

· Understand and apply the foundational aspects of language development, such as phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.
· Differentiate instruction based on a student's language exposure and development, utilizing evidence-based practices.
· Implement effective strategies for students struggling with reading, including those exhibiting characteristics of dyslexia.
· Foster meaningful discussions to facilitate student comprehension and interpretation of text.
· Recognize the unique traits of students with reading difficulties, including dyslexia, and comprehend how these traits influence oral language development.
· Acknowledge the role of English learners' home languages in their process of learning English.
· Employ assessment strategies to measure students' oral language skills accurately.
· Document assessment results to inform instruction that aligns with individual student strengths and needs.
· Understand the integral role of oral language, phonemic and phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, and vocabulary in reading comprehension.
· Effectively utilize various reading fluency techniques in instruction.
· Understand and implement the relationship between oral and academic language in literacy instruction.
· Develop strategies to address reading difficulties based on assessment outcomes and individual student needs.

COURSE STRUCTURE:
The course is divided into several modules, each including embedded learning goals that align directly with the FLDOE standards. Every module incorporates a course lecture with assigned readings/videos, interactive activities, and formative assessments. The course concludes with a summative assessment. Students are given a specific number of weeks to complete each course (refer to the Instructions forum at the beginning of the course, as this varies between districts), after which they will be un-enrolled. If you require an extension, please email the instructor. Please note:
· Some elements of the course are optional (such as resources available at the start of the course, etc.). In these cases, you can hover over the box and self-check it to track your progress.
· Complete one module at a time.
· The system will "auto-check" the course components when the requirements have been satisfied.
· Certificates of Completion will be made accessible in the final module once all assignments are submitted and participation and hour requirements have been fulfilled.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
To receive a passing grade, participants are expected to:

· Tap, scroll, click, and swipe through all interactive course content and activities from beginning to end.
· Complete required readings  (online and offline access to readings will be provided in most cases).
· View required videos in full.
· Pass all quizzes and/or scenarios.
· Complete and submit formative assessments.
· Complete and submit summative assessments.





GRADING:
Participants must meet all the course requirements to pass the course. Certificates of Completion will be made available once all assignments have been submitted, participation requirements have been met, and the mandatory 60 hours have been logged in the learning management system. Please note that this is a 60-hour online course, designed to be completed at your own pace, asynchronously. We encourage participants to stay organized, maintain regular progress, and reach out for any required assistance. Our commitment is to provide you with a rich learning experience that will aid you in delivering high-quality reading instruction for your students. We look forward to your participation!
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